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From the President 
Dr Robin Eaglen 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Dear Member, 

 
 
 

Warburg Institute 
Woburn Square 

London 
WC1H 0AB 

 
Tel: 01189 781260 

email: eaglen@talktalk.net 
 

 
The Society wishes all its members a happy and (hopefully) prosperous New Year. 
 
Dr Mark Blackburn 
At the Anniversary Meeting Dr Mark Blackburn retired as President and passed the gavel 
to me. Mark has served the Society with great distinction for the past five years. Ably 
supported by the Officers and Council, he has sustained the high scholarly standards of 
the Society as reflected in the lecture programmes, impressive run of Journals and 
growing list of Special Publications. His Presidential Addresses on Currency under the 
Vikings have been notable for their authority, clarity and insight, hallmarks of all Mark’s 
work.  During his tenure membership of the Society has exceeded 650 for the first time 
and its finances have never been healthier - a comforting thought as we plunge into 
uncharted economic seas. As a result, the subscription for 2009 has been maintained at 
the level set six years ago. 
 
Mark has also taken many initiatives to improve the functioning of the Society. They are 
too numerous to list, but include a restructured and extended range of awards and prizes, 
a simplified process to elect new Members and a more democratic approach to the 
nomination of Officers and Council.  As his successor I will do my best to consolidate 
Mark’s achievements. My background is in the law and industry rather than academe, 
apart from a brief spell teaching international law at Cambridge. My priorities as President 
may be simply stated: 
 

(1) to uphold the scholarly standing of the Society 
(2) to keep the Society in rude financial health and 
(3) to enhance the public image of the Society, thereby stimulating both membership of 

the Society and more generally the pursuit of British numismatics. 
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Officers and Council for 2009 
In 2009 we welcome Dr David Dykes (President, 1994-8) as a Vice-President, replacing Dr 
Stewart Lyon (President 1966-70) who retires by rotation after serving as a Vice-President 
for 32 invaluable years. We also welcome onto Council David Darrington, whose interest is 
in the Anglo-Saxon series, and the return to Council of Dr Martin Allen, Prof Norman Biggs 
and Major Gen Adrian Lyons. 
 
Jeffrey North Medal for Services 
The first awards of the new Jeffrey North Medal for Services to British Numismatics were 
presented by the President to the following at the Anniversary Meeting: 
 
Joe Bispham who, apart from his contribution to numismatic studies, especially the reigns 
of Stephen and Edward VI, has run the highly successful weekend lecture courses of the 
British Association of Numismatic Societies since 1987; 
 
Michael Bonser who, over the last 25 years, by cultivating a network of contacts, has 
recorded several thousand coin finds to the inestimable benefit of numismatic research, 
and given an important impetus to the Portable Antiquities Scheme; 
 
Charles Farthing one of the Society’s best known and most popular figures, who served as 
Secretary of the Society with great distinction and naval efficiency from 1999 until, at his 
own suggestion, he assumed the new role of Membership Secretary in 2005-6; 
 
Tony Holmes who, as befits a person of catholic interests in numismatics, served as 
Librarian at the Warburg Institute to the Royal Numismatic Society (1993-2007) and our 
Society (1995-2006), during which time amongst other improvements, the considerable 
holdings of sales catalogues were recorded and the computerised book catalogue was set 
up. 
 

 
 
     Michael Bonser          Tony Holmes 
          Charles Farthing           Joe Bispham  
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The handsome medal, cast in bronze to designs by Nicola Moss is illustrated below. The 
diamond shape bears, on the obverse, an image of the Tudor rose and on the reverse a 
worker bee about to cross a meadow to her hive. But no ordinary meadow: amongst the 
tufts of grass is a rich array of numismatic symbols and the discreet letters BNS. 
 
 

 
 

Actual size: 107mm x 96mm 
 
The medal will normally be awarded every other year, but exceptionally at the outset the 
Society will consider further awards in 2009. 
 
Sanford Saltus and more 
Our retiring President is making a habit of collecting awards. On 16 December he received 
the medal of the Royal Numismatic Society bestowed on those ‘highly distinguished for 
services to Numismatic Science’. When nominations were made for the Sanford Saltus 
Medal of our Society, Mark very reluctantly agreed that his name should go forward. At the 
ballot held during the Anniversary Meeting he was chosen as the recipient of the medal in 
2009. The presentation is intended to be made at the Spring Reception meeting. 
 
Spring Reception 
The Spring Reception to be held on Tuesday 26 May, 2009 at the Warburg Institute, will 
this year be sponsored by Baldwins. 
 
Summer Meeting 
The Summer Meeting will be held at the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery on 
Saturday, 11 July 2009. In honour of the 200th anniversary of his death, the programme will 
be devoted to Matthew Boulton, who industrialised the manufacture of coins and tokens. 
Details of the programme will appear on the Society’s website in the New Year and a 
mailing will be sent to members. 
 
Linecar Lecture 
As you will see from the programme, the Society is fortunate that Prof James Bolton, a 
leading authority on medieval economic history including coinage, has agreed to give the 
2009 Linecar lecture.  He will address us on ‘How to survive monetary deflation, credit 
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crunches and a great slump: some lessons from the later Middle Ages’. This lecture is not 
to be missed for either its historical interest or topical relevance. 
 
International Numismatic Congress - Glasgow 
The 14th International Numismatic Congress will be held in Glasgow from 31 August to 3 
September 2009, with optional excursions to follow. The Society will be hosting a reception 
jointly with the Royal Numismatic Society at the end of the first day (31st). It is hoped that 
as many members of the Society as possible will enrol for the Congress and come along to 
the reception. 
 
Unfolding details will be found on the INC website. 
 
Gift Aid 
Scarcely half of the UK members of the Society have signed gift aid declarations. As you 
will know, by making the declaration the Society may currently reclaim from Revenue and 
Customs 28p for each £1 of your subscription, without any penalty to the declarer. In 
addition, higher rate UK tax payers may personally reclaim 18p in the £1 on their tax 
return.  
  
If you have not thus far signed a declaration in favour of the Society a form is enclosed 
with this Newsletter and I would appeal to you to complete and return it to our Treasurer, 
Philip Mernick. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

 

Visit the Society’s Web site:  www.britnumsoc.org 


